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This report presents the work of the UC Arts Digital Lab in 2016 as it 
develops from a team focused primarily on the CEISMIC Canterbury 
Earthquakes Digital Archive project to become a multi-disciplinary 
Digital Lab for the College of Arts. It includes the strategic goals 
developed for the Lab, along with an account of work completed or in 
development during the first year of its operation. These projects drive 
a number of complementary activities: enabling research and enhancing 
research opportunities, enabling the Lab to contribute to teaching 
and offer students highly sought-after work or research experience, 
and providing points of connection with organisations outside the 
University.

The UC Arts Digital Lab is well positioned to support the development 
of research opportunities and digital scholarship by working closely 
with faculty and postgraduate students to extend and connect existing 
research agendas with the tools and knowledge of Lab staff. This is 
demonstrated by the success of several journal and research websites 
launched this year, as well as the establishment of diverse research 
projects and the Lab’s continuing involvement in multidisciplinary 
earthquake-related research and digital archiving.

Introduction1
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Rosalee Jenkin 
Rosalee is a Digital 
Content Analyst for 
CEISMIC and the UC 
Arts Digital Lab. She 
holds a BFA (Graphic 
Design) and a BA 
(Psychology) from 

UC, and is upskilling in the areas of web 
design and development.

Professor  
Paul Millar 
Paul is Head of 
the School of 
Humanities and 
Creative Arts, and 
Co-director of 
the Lab. Paul co-

founded the VUW NZ Electronic Text 
Collection, and leads the establishment 
of NZ’s first Digital Humanities teaching 
programme at UC.

2 People
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Dr Chris 
Thomson 
Chris is a Lecturer in 
English and Digital 
Humanities and Co-
director of the Lab.  
His research interests 
lie at the intersection 

of literary studies and digital humanities, 
particularly on the way digital media 
technologies shape and are shaped by 
cultural practices.  

Lucy-Jane
Walsh 
Lucy-Jane is a 
Digital Content 
Analyst for CEISMIC 
and the UC Arts 
Digital Lab. She 
completed her 

BA Hons in English at UC and has 
tutored for English this year, while 
also developing her skills in data 
analysis, database design, and artificial 
intelligence.

Jennifer 
Middendorf 
Jennifer is the 
Lab Coordinator 
and is currently 
completing an 
MLING thesis, which 

uses statistical modelling to compare 
syntactic structures in the QuakeBox 
spoken language corpus with the written 
language of the Christchurch Press. 
Jennifer also has qualifications in 
secondary teaching.
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People

Dan Bartlett 
Summer Scholar:  
Voices Against War

Julie-Ann Buick 
Student intern: 
Transitional City Mapping 
Project

Matt Lattin 
Student and CEISMIC 
Research Assistant:  
All Right?

Tiana Ratana 
Student and Research 
Assistant: Komako

Simon Palenski 
UC graduate and 
Research Assistant: 
Townsend Telescope

Toril Orlesky 
CEISMIC volunteer and 
events videographer

Puimini Bowatte 
Student and CEISMIC 
volunteer

Dana Mageanu 
UC graduate and 
CEISMIC volunteer

Brooke Maslin 
Student and CEISMIC 
volunteer

Brad McNeur 
CEISMIC volunteer

Aidan Millow 
CEISMIC volunteer

Jane Ross 
Student and CEISMIC 
volunteer

Paul Pink 
CEISMIC volunteer 
 
Ramandeep Sahota 
Student and CEISMIC volunteer

Julian Vesty 
Student and CEISMIC 
volunteer



Vision: To become New Zealand’s leading Digital Humanities 
research centre 
These goals have been developed with reference to the 2017 College of Arts 
Operational Plan.
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3 Strategic Goals

Goal 1: Grow the Digital Humanities research programme
1. Develop a distinctive DH research profile with an Aotearoa New Zealand and 

Pacific focus.
2. Collaborate with established researchers to broaden the University’s DH research 

network.
3. Utilise our expertise in cultural heritage and disaster archiving to further post-

disaster education, research and innovation.
4. Explore and critique digital technologies, with a focus on social and 

environmental issues.

Goal 2: Support digital scholarship in UC Arts
1. Create resources and provide expertise to support teaching and research.
2. Enable digital delivery and dissemination of research.
3. Develop partnerships to support Maori and Pasifika digital research.
4. Connect with related academic centres regionally and internationally.

Goal 3: Enhance student experience in Arts
1. Help students develop, use and understand digital tools to advance their study 

and research.
2. Prepare Arts graduates to articulate their value in the digital workplace.
3. Ensure the Lab is a place that supports students to make a positive social and 

cultural impact.
4. Support regionally-focussed Digital Humanities activities and opportunities.
 
Goal 4: Raise the profile of UC Arts in the wider community
1. Build relationships with organisations who share common goals, particularly in 

the digital cultural heritage sector.
2. Work with the local IT sector, particularly on open source and open access 

issues.
3. Maintain a creative and engaging web and social media presence to showcase 

UC Arts widely.

-



The UC Graduate profile requires the following attributes of our undergraduates:

1. Critically competent in a core academic discipline of their degree
2. Employable, innovative and enterprising
3. Biculturally competent and confident
4. Engaged with the community
5. Globally aware

The UC Arts Digital Lab supports these goals at undergraduate level primarily by 
offering support for faculty to develop use of digital technologies in teaching. The 
Lab works in conjunction with the Digital Humanities programme to foster critical 
engagement with technology from the perspective of the humanities, creative arts 
and social sciences. 
 
Our College needs expertise in digital technologies in order to teach students about 
the immense social, cultural, political and economic impacts of these technologies 
and to equip graduates with the right skills and knowledge to gain employment and 
contribute effectively to society.

For undergraduate students the Lab offers opportunities to develop skills and 
knowledge of digital archives by contributing to the CEISMIC Digital Archive as part 
of the Co-Curricular Record programme. We also have capacity to support a small 
number of internships. These activities encourage the development of relationships 
with a broad group of students who may go on to postgraduate study.

Alignment with UC Graduate Profile4
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Continental Thought & Theory 
ctt.canterbury.ac.nz

An online journal for the Canterbury School of Continental Philosophy (eds. Mike 
Grimshaw and Cindy Zeiher). The journal has received critical acclaim from the 
international Philosophy community and led to an invitation for CSCP to be part of 
an international consortium for critical theory. More than 30 theorists from around 
the world contributed to the first issue on intellectual freedom, and issues 2–4 are 
underway. 

• DH consultancy
• Web design and development
• Publication design

Projects5

[Continental Thought & Theory] has connected UC with 
a whole new series of researchers nationally and internationally – 
even hard to reach places such as Eastern Europe.“

http://ctt.canterbury.ac.nz


China, Art and Cultural Diplomacy
www.rewialleyart.nz

An online curation tool and catalogue for Marsden-funded research by Richard 
Bullen (UC Art History) and James Beattie (University of Waikato). The project 
documents the Canterbury Museum’s collections of items donated by Rewi Alley in 
the 1950s, and enables further research and study.

• DH consultancy
• Web design and  

development

Voices Against War
voicesagainstwar.nz

A joint project between UC Arts Digital Lab, the History Department, and the 
Disarmament and Security Centre, documenting the WW1 Pacifist movement in 
Canterbury.

The website was launched by 
Chancellor John Wood at an event  
held on campus in May, which was  
well attended by both University  
staff and the wider community.

• DH consultancy
• Web design and development
• Training and support 
• Co-funded via work-in-kind

8

Projects

Many objects wouldn’t 
have made the cut with 
the cost of conventional 
publishing. The collection 
is far more than just the 
main highlights - greater 
understanding comes 
from the collection 
as a whole.

“

http://www.rewialleyart.nz
http://voicesagainstwar.nz


Projects 
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Growing Up With Two Languages
twolanguages.canterbury.ac.nz

A research dissemination and community engagement platform for Jeanette King 
(Aotahi/NZILBB) and Una Cunningham (Education). The website supports a wider 
programme of outreach to parents to encourage augmentation of the linguistic 
landscape, under the auspices of the Better Start National Science Challenge. 

• DH consultancy
• Web design and  

development
• Support for UC Summer  

Scholar to work on the  
website

 
Pacific Dynamics: a Journal of Interdisciplinary Research
pacificdynamics.nz 

An online journal for the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies (ed. Steven 
Ratuva). The project is the first stage of a developing relationship between the Lab 
and the MBC, and is intended to provide the foundation for a further project in 2017 
to develop an interdisciplinary database or search index of Pacific research. The 
online journal was launched in October as part of the MBC’s annual public lecture.

• DH consultancy
• Web design and  

development
• Publication design

http://twolanguages.canterbury.ac.nz
http://pacificdynamics.nz


Popper and Prior in New Zealand
An online resource about the history of Philosophy at University of Canterbury 
(formerly Canterbury College). The project is led by Diane Proudfoot and Aneta 
Markoska-Cubrinovska (UC Philosophy) and is set to be completed in 2017. 

• DH consultancy
• Supporting digitisation of source documents held at Macmillan Brown Library
• Web design and development

Data Portal for Earthquake Research
A prototype for the Digital Integration and Visualisation (DIVE) Platform for disaster 
and resilience researchers across New Zealand. The Lab worked with John Vargo 
and Joanne Stevenson (Resilient Organisations Research Group) to develop the 
prototype using the open-source data portal platform CKan. 

The project aims to enable teams of researchers to address complex social and 
technical problems through data sharing; facilitated access to public, restricted, and 
private data sources; and the ability to integrate and visualize data. 

The project is seeking funding through QuakeCore and the National Science 
Challenge to develop the platform further.

10

Projects



-Komako Bibliography
A bibliography of writing by Maori in English. The data was mainly gathered by 
Bridget Underhill during her doctoral research and was then digitised and stored in a 
relational database by Chris Thomson. Bridget, Chris and Jeanette King are pursuing 
further research using the data, supported by a College of Arts research challenge 
award. 

• Research
• DH consultancy
• Web design and development

-
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Projects

The Gallipoli Letters of Major Roy Bruce
editions.canterbury.ac.nz

Major Roy Bruce was in the 8th squadron of the Canterbury Mounted Rifles during 
the First World War. He fought in Gallipoli and was promoted to Second in Command 
in his regiment. The Lab has been digitising a large collection of letters sent to his 
wife, Maud Goodenough Bruce and daughter, Helen Eugenie Bruce, completing 
the teaching project begun in ENGL 317/419 in 2010. The work included scanning, 
transcribing and applying TEI XML markup. As part of the Ministry for Culture and 
Heritage’s WW100 project, the Lab is tweeting a snippet from each letter exactly 100 
years after the letter was written.

The Lab has created an updated 
version of the Roy Bruce website, 
using the Kiln framework developed 
at King’s College London. The new
website is expected to go live in late
2016. New features of Kiln developed
for the project will be shared with 
King’s College. 

• Digitisation of source documents  
held at Macmillan Brown Library

• Web design and development
• Public history and social media 

http://editions.canterbury.ac.nz
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Projects

CEISMIC Canterbury Earthquakes Digital Archive 
www.ceismic.org.nz 

The CEISMIC Canterbury Earthquakes Digital Archive now includes over 160,000 
items, 132,000 of these from UC QuakeStudies. Around 200,000 additional items 
have been collected and are yet to be ingested. Significant recent additions to UC 
QuakeStudies include: 

• Christchurch Press: The Fairfax Collection now contains copies of every edition 
of The Press from 4 September 2010 to the end of 2014. 
  

• FESTA: Photographs, video and other material documenting the first three 
Festival of Transitional Architecture events (2012, 2013, 2014). 

• Townsend Telescope Visitors’ Book: The Lab oversaw digitisation of the 
earthquake-damaged visitors’ book found in the rubble of the Observatory tower.  
The digitised visitors’ book formed part of the Townsend Telescope exhibition in 
UC’s Matariki building in July. 

• People in Disasters Conference (24–26 Feb): Keynote and guest speakers, 
along with presentations and panels in the main hall, were recorded for the 
archive. 

• Transitional projects and street art: Pages from Christchurch: The Transitional 
City Pt IV and additional photographs, documenting a wide range of transitional 
post-quake projects. The documentation of transitional artworks has been further 
added to by Paul and Sam Corliss’s large collection of photographs of street art. 

• Community groups: Collections of material from community groups such as 
One Voice Te Reo Kotahi, Empowered Christchurch, and the Canterbury Migrants 
Centre have added previously under-represented voices to the archive. 

• All Right?: A collection of material relating to the CDHB’s mental health and 
wellbeing campaign is expected to go live in QuakeStudies in early 2017.

Photograph from FESTA 2014  
by Erica Austin CC BY-NC

Townsend Telescope photograph 
courtesy of UC Physics & Astronomy

Street art on Colombo Street. Photograph by 
Paul and Sam Corliss, CC BY-NC-SA

http://www.ceismic.org.nz


SCIRT Learning Legacy – www.scirtlearninglegacy.org.nz
In preparation for the discontinuation of their alliance in early 2016, SCIRT 
have undertaken a learning legacy exercise to collect lessons learnt from the 
infrastructure rebuild project. 

The Lab has been working with SCIRT and Catalyst IT to create the SCIRT Learning 
Legacy website, to present the findings of this learning legacy exercise. The site is 
built on the UC QuakeStudies digital archive and is due to be launched in early 2017.

QuakeStudies Upgrade
The QuakeStudies software platform is now supported by ICTS, who are funding a 
major update to the site in late 2016. This work is being carried out by Catalyst IT.

13

Projects 

We Lived Here E-Book
We Lived Here is a collection of six stories  
from residents of the Avon Loop, written  
by Fiona Farrell, with photographs by  
Juliet Nicholas. The Lab worked with  
Fiona and Juliet to publish an e-book,  
which involved designing a pdf  
publication and creating a responsive  
ePub file.

A printed version of the publication was  
presented to residents of the Avon Loop  
at the Residents Association AGM.

• DH consultancy
• ePub development
• Publication design

http://www.scirtlearninglegacy.org.nz
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Network Analysis of Earthquake Twitter Data
Chris Thomson and Lucy-Jane Walsh are part of the Canterbury Earthquakes 
Twitter Data Research Group who are using qualitative and quantitative methods to 
examine a database of tweets related to the Canterbury earthquakes of 2010 and 
2011. Working with Donald Matheson, the team has begun to investigate social 
structures within the data using social network analysis. Further work is planned 
for summer 2016/17 to analyse the results, focusing on who was present on Twitter 
in the aftermath of the Canterbury earthquakes, the purpose and intent of their 
interactions, and the space from which they were operating (local, national, or 
international).

Grey Material in NZ Research Repositories
This project is a collaboration with Anton Angelo, Research Data Coordinator at 
UC Library, to examine how grey material and electronic theses and dissertations 
are being cited in the SCOPUS online database. The research shows theses and 
other materials deposited in research repositories are being cited in peer-reviewed 
research at an increasing rate. A research poster was produced based on these 
findings and Chris and Lucy-Jane are working with Anton to produce a paper for 
publication in a libraries and information management journal in 2017.

Topic Modelling of News Articles from The Press
The Lab is investigating the use of topic modelling to understand the way 
conversations surrounding the Canterbury earthquakes and the Christchurch rebuild 
have changed in The Press newspaper between 2010 and 2016. Topic modelling 
is a type of statistical model which uses machine learning and natural language 
processing to discover semantic patterns in a collection of texts. The model 
examines the frequency that words appear in a corpus and then clusters these words 
based on their likelihood to appear alongside each other. These clusters are seen 
to reflect the natural ‘topics’ that exist in the corpus. It is hoped that by examining 
articles from different dates, changes in the topics over time will be revealed. This 
has potential to improve understanding of how local media covers natural disasters 
and the broader impact that media framing of disasters has on society.

Research6
Research Projects
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Research

 
 

Research Papers
Matheson, Donald and Christopher Thomson. “Reflecting on collaboration as 
method.” ANZCA 2016: Creating Space in the Fifth Estate, 6-8 Jul 2016, Newcastle, 
Australia. Conference presentation.
 
Matheson, Donald. “The power of Twitter in New Zealand.” International 
Communication Association conference, 9-14 Jun 2016, Fukuoka, Japan. Conference 
presentation.

Middendorf, Jennifer. “Comparing syntactic persistence of genitive structures in 
written and spoken New Zealand English.” New Zealand English and English in 
New Zealand University of Canterbury, Christchurch, 8–9 Jun 2016. Conference 
presentation.

Millar, Paul. “The City of the Fugitives: Does selective preservation of disaster 
memories mean selective recovery from disaster?”. People in Disasters, Christchurch, 
New Zealand, 24-26 Feb 2016. Conference presentation.

Millar, Paul. “The Quakebox: A Container for Post-quake Oral History”. National Oral 
History Association of New Zealand Conference, Christchurch, New Zealand, 21-23 
October 2016. Invited conference paper.

Bartlett, Daniel. “Enhancing Exhibitions through New Digital Archives: a Case Study 
of Class War and Conscientious Objection in WW1 Canterbury,” Graduate Research 
Symposium on Museum-Centred Studies, Fale Pasifika, University of Auckland, 14 
May 2016. Conference presentation.
 
Other outputs
Angelo, Anton F., Lucy-Jane Walsh and Christopher Thomson. “Citing the 
Institutional Repository”. Institutional Repository Staff Forum, University of 
Canterbury, Christchurch, 2016. http://hdl.handle.net/10092/12663.

Angelo, Anton F., Lucy-Jane Walsh and Christopher Thomson. “Scopus IR 
Aggregated Data”. 2016. Dataset. https://doi.org/10.6084/M9.FIGSHARE.3806307.
V2 

Walsh, Lucy-Jane and Rosalee Jenkin. “We Lived Here E-book”. Avon Loop AGM, 
Christchurch, 21 May 2016. Address.

Walsh, Lucy-Jane “Breaking the Silicon Ceiling: Empowering women with technology.” 
FemSoc “That’s What She Said” Feminist Conference, University of Canterbury, 
Christchurch, 17-18 Sep 2016.

Research Outputs
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Linguistics MLING Project: Jennifer Middendorf
Lucy-Jane is providing technical support for UC Arts Digital Lab Production 
Coordinator Jennifer Middendorf’s MLING thesis. Jennifer’s research compares 
syntactic structures in the spoken language corpus collected by the QuakeBox 
project with the written language of the Christchurch Press. Lucy-Jane used digital 
copies of the Press in the CEISMIC archive to create a database of individual articles, 
indexed by features such as by-line and which section of the newspaper the article 
appears in. This database enabled Jennifer to search the articles for the structures 
of interest, and to easily determine where they occur in relation to each other. 

Media & Coms PhD project: Morenike Oladeinde
The Lab is providing technical support for Media and Communications PhD candidate 
Morenike Oladeinde. Morenike is examining how Nigerian and New Zealand 
newspapers portray political activities and discuss representative democracy in their 
countries. Lucy-Jane created a spreadsheet for Morenike with a tailored userform. 
The spreadsheet organises articles into a number of categories, such as article 
length and placement in the newspaper. Morenike can then edit the list of values in 
these categories. The userform allows her to succinctly add information about each 
article she is analyzing.

Teaching7
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Digital Humanities Teaching Programme
Dr Christopher Thomson coordinates the Digital Humanities teaching programme, 
which offers a BA(Hons.) degree and Postgraduate Certificate in Digital Humanities. 
The courses offered in 2016 were: 

• DIGI 401: Digital Methods
• DIGI 403 Digital Project
• DIGI 480 Research Essay

In 2017, DIGI 401 will be replaced by DIGI 404 Digital Research Methods 1 and DIGI 
405 Digital Research Methods 2.

UC also offers a Digital Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities Minor that can be 
taken as part of the BA degree or a Certificate in Arts. This minor enables students 
to develop a critical understanding of the digital world through study across a range 
of Arts subject areas. Courses included in the minor are: 

• DIGI 101/COSC 101 Working in a Digital World
• DIGI 102/PHIL 137 Computers, Artificial Intelligence and the Information Society
• DIGI 125/MUSA 125 Music Technologies 1
• DIGI 202/PHIL 235 Cyberspace, Cyborgs, and the Meaning of Life
• DIGI 205/GEOG 205 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems
• DIGI 207/COMS 207 Social Media and Public Life
• DIGI 301/ENGL 345 Reading Digitally: Electronic Texts in Literary Culture
• DIGI 302/PHIL 335 Cyberspace, Cyborgs, and the Meaning of Life

Contribution to other programmes 
COMS 103 Special Topic: Digital Media in a Networked World  
(Summer 2015–2016)
Jennifer contributed to the teaching of this summer course, introducing students to 
a range of tools for analysing social media and assisting them to develop their own 
research projects.

ENGL 118 Creative Writing: Skills, Techniques and Strategies  
(Semester 1, 2016)
In a staff swap with English, Lucy-Jane tutored four tutorial streams in ENGL 118, 
and contributed to marking assessments for the course. In return, the English 
Department funded a research assistant, Matthew Lattin, to work in the Lab for 200 
hours. 

Teaching
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Teaching

Future Opportunities

Masters in Applied Data Science (MADS)
Chris Thomson has been on the cross-college working group developing the MADS 
180pt Masters programme to begin in 2017. He has redeveloped DIGI401: Digital 
Methods into two 15 point courses, DIGI404: Digital Humanities Research Methods 1 
and DIGI405: Digital Humanities Research Methods 2. The latter will be a core course 
in the MADS schedule in 2017. 

This programme is expected to bring approximately 10 additional students into 
DIGI405 in 2017, with potential to grow further in subsequent years. The qualification 
includes a 60 point project, so the Lab will likely have opportunities to contribute to 
the development of Humanities and Social Science projects.
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Student Experience8

“

Summer Scholarship
 
Dan Bartlett: Voices Against War
History student Dan Bartlett was awarded a Summer Scholarship to work on the 
project over the summer of 2015-2016, then stayed on in the Lab as a Research 
Assistant during the first half of 2016 to continue working on the website. A self-
confessed technophobe at the beginning of the project, Dan gained confidence in 
working with digital material by working in the Lab, and was recently employed by  
Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu to work on a website documenting Ngai Tahu heroes of 
WW1.

-- -

I’ve discovered that using digital platforms is a really good, 
democratic way to do public history. It’s a way to get information 
out there so that it’s not just at one museum.
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Student Experience

Internships
 
Julie-Ann Buick: Transitional City mapping project
From the end of July until the beginning of October, the Lab hosted a student intern 
from Geography, Julie-Ann Buick. Julie-Ann is studying towards a post-graduate 
diploma in Science, and worked on an ongoing Transitional City mapping project -  
a collaboration between CEISMIC and Barnaby Bennett of Freerange Press.
 
The aim of the project is to gather and collate contextual and geographical data 
on post-quake, transitional projects, which will be added to the Transitional City 
collection in QuakeStudies. This collection will then form the basis of a Masters 
research project, and the longer-term aim is to use the data to develop an interactive 
online map of all the projects. There is potential to host a 300 or 400-level GIS intern 
in 2017.



Research Assistants
 
The UC Arts Digital Lab has hosted three research assistants in 2016. The Lab 
provides a base for research assistants and interns to work on digital projects and 
receive training and support from Lab staff.

Tiana Ratana: Komako Bibliography
English and Digital Humanities student 
Tiana Ratana has been working in the lab 
to extend and improve the data contained 
in the Komako database. 

Tiana has been identifying and including 
publications by Maori authors who began 
publishing in the last five years, as well as 
enriching the data in a variety of other areas.

 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Lattin: CEISMIC
Cultural Studies student Matthew Lattin was recently employed to work on the 
CEISMIC Canterbury Earthquakes Digital Archive as part of a staff swap with English.   

Matt is primarily working 
on the All Right? Collection, 
archiving material relating to 
the CDHB’s mental health 
and wellbeing campaign. 
 
Matt will continue  
contributing to this project  
as a Summer Scholar during 
December and January.

-

-

-

21

Student Experience 



22

Student Experience

Co-curricular Record
 
‘CEISMIC Volunteer’ was added to the list of activities on the UC Co-Curricular 
Record in April 2016, and in May the Lab took part in the CCR Expo to promote the 
volunteering opportunity to students. Since then five students have signed up as 
volunteers, and between them they have contributed a total of 137 hours of work to 
the Lab.

Through their work in the lab, the students have been able to gain experience in a 
supportive setting, and learn valuable digital skills. Through working alongside staff, 
interns, postgraduate students, and community volunteers, they get to see the wide 
range of research work being done in the Lab. Two of the students come from other 
Colleges, so volunteering additionally exposes them to what is happening more 
widely in the College of Arts.

The volunteers have also 
joined in with the social life 
of the Lab, such as 
attending morning teas 
and other events, and
are regular followers of 
the CEISMIC Facebook 
page.

Canterbury Roll, Summer 2016–17

Summer Scholar Thandi Parker  
and internship students Julian Vesty 
and Zhivannah Cole will work on 
the Canterbury Roll project with Chris 
Jones, Christopher Thomson and 
Lucy-Jane Walsh. Their work will focus  
on manuscript description and  
metadata collation, helping create 
TEI XML markup and establishing  
links between transcripts and  
facsimiles of the Canterbury Roll.
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External Relationships9
Friends of CEISMIC Volunteers
Alongside student volunteers recruited through the CCR scheme, volunteers from the 
general public are working on the CEISMIC Canterbury Earthquakes Digital Archive. 
The Friends of CEISMIC volunteering scheme was launched at the end of 2014, and 
to date has had twelve volunteers who have contributed a total of 389 hours. There 
are currently four active volunteers working in the Lab. Like the student volunteers, 
Friends of CEISMIC volunteers are exposed to the variety of research in the College 
of Arts, and one former volunteer is considering returning to postgraduate study at 
UC.

CEISMIC Content Providers
CEISMIC continues to reach out to a wide range of content providers, and has 
received collections of material for the archive from a range of notable communities 
and individuals such as the Canterbury Migrant Centre, Salvation Army and 
Christchurch East Youth MP Beth Walters. 

NDF Barcamp
The Lab maintains regular contact with the Canterbury GLAM (Galleries, Libraries, 
Archives and Museums) sector through the NDF network, and by regularly attending 
NDF Barcamps, most recently the Regional Digital Forum event held in Ashburton on 
13 October. These events are an opportunity to share skills and knowledge across 
the sector, and to discuss potential collaborations between institutions.

Seismics in the City Conference
The Lab provided a videographer for the 2016 Seismics in the City conference, an 
annual event involving public, private and community sector organisations engaged 
in the re-building and revitalisation of Greater Christchurch. Recordings from the 
conference have been made available through quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz.
The Lab also supplied a showcase video of material from the CEISMIC archive to be 
played during breaks in the conference.

RHISE People in Disasters Conference
The Lab provided a videographer for the 2016 People in Disasters conference. The 
conference is held annually by the Christchurch District Health Board (CDHB) and 
RHISE (Researching the Health Implications of Seismic Events group) and aims to 
showcase the ‘real life’ stories of people who have lived through disasters, or have 
worked in health and emergency services. Recordings from the conference have 
been made available through quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz.
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Software Carpentry / ResBaz
Chris and Lucy-Jane were helpers at a Software Carpentry workshop in June, 
covering GIT version control, using the command line, and Python scripting.

Catalyst IT:
Through the QuakeStudies CEISMIC projects the lab has worked closely with Catalyst 
IT. Catalyst are dedicated supporters of open-source software and have sponsored 
numerous events at UC, including the Great Southern Unconference.  

Disarmament and Security Centre
The Voices Against War project further strengthened the Disarmament and Security 
Centre’s connection with UC and the College of Arts. This project also involved 
considerable public outreach, with descendants of WW1 pacifists and conscientious 
objectors contributing family photographs and recollections to the project.  
For more information on the Voices Against War project see excerpt in Section 5: Projects and Section  
8: Student Experience.

Transitional City
The Transitional City project is a collaboration between the UC Arts Digital Lab and 
Barnaby Bennett of Freerange Press. The project has a small steering committee of 
people from the Transitional community (such as Gap Filler, Life in Vacant Spaces), 
and has enabled the Lab to strengthen relationships with the wider community, as 
well as with staff from other UC departments.

Student recruitment
Lucy-Jane joined Arts Engagement Coordinator Kirsty Newman on a school 
engagement trip to Lincoln High School. Kirsty and Lucy-Jane met with year-13 
students and told them about studying Arts and Digital Humanities at the University 
of Canterbury.

Website refresh
The Digital Humanities website at 
dh.canterbury.ac.nz has been 
refreshed to be a dedicated 
site for the Lab, showcasing past  
and current research projects and 
publishing regular blog posts. 
The site also directs interested 
students to the Digital Humanities 
course information pages of the 
main UC website.
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External Relationships

Social media
The UC Arts Digital Lab has an active  
presence on social media through the  
CEISMIC and Digital Humanities  
Facebook pages and the CEISMIC  
Twitter feed. These allow a more  
light-hearted, informal relationship  
with students and the public. The  
varied work of the Lab provides plenty  
of material for interacting with students,  
and with people and organisations  
outside the university.

The Facebook pages are 
also used for more fun, 
lighthearted sorts of outreach, 
like joining in on the recent 
Pokémon Go craze with a daily-updated “Hall of Fame”, with positions hotly 
contested by students from across the College of Arts.

Visitors
Since late 2015, the Lab has been fortunate to host a number of notable figures from 
the international DH community:
 
Professor Alan Liu 
Visiting Fulbright Specialist, Professor of English at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara.
 
Professor Patricia Fumerton 
Professor of English at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Dr. Scott Miles  
Research Scientist at the Department of Human Centered Design and Engineering, 
University of Washington.

Professor Tim Sherratt 
Associate Professor of Digital Heritage at the University of Canberra.

Professor Paul Arthur 
Chair in Digital Humanities and Social Sciences at Edith Cowan University, Perth.

Professor Eric T. Meyer 
Professor of Social Informatics and Director of Graduate Studies at the Oxford 
Internet Institute.
 

https://www.facebook.com/ceismic.earthquakes
https://www.facebook.com/DHCanterbury

